
Vermont State Board of Education – Department of Education 

Vermont State Board of Education Meeting on April 14, 2009: Agenda (Item N) 1 

State Board of Education 
April 14, 2009 

Item N 
 
Team:  Deputy Commissioner, Lifelong Learning 
 
Discussion/Update Topic: Dual Enrollment Program - VT State College System 
 
Alignment with Goals: 
Supports Goal 1: Support high quality, innovative instruction to improve student achievement as 
well as fundamental aspects of Transformation addressing the provision of flexible, personalized 
learning environments for students  
 
Background Information: 
Funded through the Next Generation legislation, the Dual Enrollment program provides 
opportunities for VT high school students to enroll in college courses concurrently with their 
high school experience. The program is administered by the Vermont State Colleges and 
includes many cooperating colleges in VT in addition to the VSC system. 
 
Purpose of Discussion: 
The discussion will provide the SBE with an overview, purpose/goals of dual enrollment 
programs, efforts to expand dual enrollment in Vermont, challenges to expanding dual 
enrollment and some models to consider. Additionally, the discussion will update the SBE on 
legislative activities. Discussion of potential linkages with the SBE Transformation Policy 
Commission will provide an opportunity to identify next steps for this initiative. 
  
The presenter has provided the following to the SBE: 

- VSC dual enrollment brochures 
- VSC high school enrollment report 
- State policy assessment tool from Jobs for the Future 

 
Cost Implications: 

N/A at this time 
 

Staff Available:   
Karrin Wilks, Executive Vice-President, Vermont State Colleges 
John Fischer, DOE Career Technical Education Program Leader 
Bill Romond, Deputy Commissioner for Transformation 
 
 



To learn more about VSC programs for 
high school students, visit our web site: 

www.vsc.edu

Vermont
State
Colleges 
Dual
Enrollment
Program
for Vermont
High School Students

Vermont State Colleges
Dual Enrollment Program

P.O. Box 359
Waterbury, VT  05676

High school students who are interested in taking
courses at the Vermont State Colleges should
contact their guidance counselor or the VSC
representative listed below: 

Castleton State College
Maurice Ouimet 802-468-1352

Community College of Vermont
Natalie Searle 802-786-5148
Katie Mobley 802-951-1203
or call the CCV site nearest you

Johnson State College
Penny Howrigan 800-635-2356

Lyndon State College
Bernard Hartshorn 802-626-6499

Vermont Technical College
Amy Ferris 802-728-0040

High school students interested in taking courses
outside the VSC through the Next Generation 
Initiative should contact their guidance counselor or
the college representative listed below:

Burlington College
Travis Mears 802-862-9616
Laryn Runco 802-862-9616

Champlain College
Diane Byrnes 802-865-6419

College of St. Joseph
Patricia Miglorie 802-773-3240
Nancy Kline 802-773-3213

New England Culinary Institute
Peg Checchi 773-387-9995

Southern Vermont College
Dr. Al DeCiccio 802-447-6333

University of Vermont
Nichole Hathaway 802-656-4682

Contact Information
Are you a high school student
looking to get a head start on your
college education? The VSC Dual
Enrollment Program may be for you.

Dual Enrollment provides many
pathways for earning college credit
while still in high school, tuition free!

Learn more about VSC programs for
high school students, including:

• Introduction to College Studies
• Dual Enrollment Vouchers
• Fast Forward Program
• Accelerated Programs
• VAST Program

Castleton State College
Community College of Vermont

Johnson State College
Lyndon State College

Vermont Technical College

VERMONT STATE COLLEGES

VSC

www.vsc.edu Vermont State Colleges
December 2008
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Vermont State Colleges Dual Enrollment Program
allows high school students to earn college credit
while still in high school or the summer after they
graduate. Successful high school students have
earned anywhere from 3 to 18 college credits—
reducing the time it takes to get a college degree, 
reducing the costs associated with college, and
challenging themselves through college-level
curriculum. 

Courses in the VSC Dual Enrollment program are 
offered tuition free, with support from GEAR-UP and
the State of Vermont’s Next Generation Initiative.
Vermont high school students are eligible for no
more than two college courses in total through
this program, pending available funds.

THERE ARE MANY PATHWAYS FOR HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS TO GET A HEAD START 
ON COLLEGE. 

IF YOU ARE NOT QUITE READY FOR A 
COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSE, START WITH

INTRODUCTION TO COLLEGE STUDIES AND
EARN A VSC DUAL ENROLLMENT VOUCHER.

Introduction to College Studies     
• 26-hour course
• Helps students develop strategies for 

college success
• Offered at every Community College of 

Vermont site and other VSC colleges
VSC Dual Enrollment Vouchers

• Vouchers awarded to high school students 
who successfully complete Introduction to 
College Studies

• Voucher program allows students to take 
up to two college courses at any of the five 
Vermont State Colleges tuition free

• Vouchers can be used at other selected 
Vermont colleges and universities through 
a statewide partnership agreement

IF YOU ARE ENROLLED IN A TECH CENTER,
FIND OUT IF YOUR PROGRAM HAS DUAL

ENROLLMENT OPTIONS.

Fast Forward Program
• Available to students enrolled in selected 

programs at local career/technical centers
• Students may be eligible for Fast Forward 

Tickets, which allow them to earn college
credit for up to two courses tuition free

• For more information, visit the Fast Forward 
web site at: http://fastforward.vsc.edu

IF YOU ARE READY NOW TO ENROLL IN A 
COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSE, SEE YOUR
GUIDANCE COUNSELOR OR CONTACT 

A COLLEGE ADMISSIONS OFFICE.

Dual Enrollment Accelerated Programs for 
High School Students 

• Available to high school juniors or seniors
who are academically prepared to
enroll in college-level courses

• Funds available for eligible students
to take up to two college
courses tuition free at the
VSC or selected Vermont
colleges and universities
outside the VSC

VSC Dual Enrollment Program for Vermont High School Students

Vermont State Colleges

IF YOU HAVE A STRONG INTEREST AND 
APTITUDE IN MATH, SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY, CONSIDER VAST.

Vermont Academy of Science and Technology
(VAST)

• Full-year alternative to the senior year of 
high school

• Students take standard college courses at 
Vermont Tech to complete the senior year 
of high school and the freshman year of 
college simultaneously

• For more information, visit the Vermont Tech 
web site: www.vtc.edu
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Vermont State Colleges  -  Dual Enrollment Program
 Enrollment of High School Students at the VSC  -  Fall 2005 through Spring 2009

HCS  3/19/09

Students enrolled in "Introduction to College Studies" 
  at the Community College of Vermont   (DEV-0280  no credit)

CCV CCV

Fall 2005 263 Spring 2006 265

Fall 2006 289 Spring 2007 300

Fall 2007 345 Spring 2008 327

Fall 2008 517 Spring 2009 684

All H.S. Students enrolled in credit classes at each college

CCV CSC JSC LSC VTC Total VSC

Fall 2005 75 7 18 9 38 147

Spring 2006 152 9 7 10 90 268

Fall 2006 82 3 18 7 45 155

Spring 2007 189 9 21 13 107 339

Fall 2007 * 72 24 18 7 53 170

Spring 2008 * 334 12 16 6 188 525

Fall 2008 * 117 10 24 1 38 211

Spring 2009 * 400 9 25 11 184 608

Tech Center Students taking College Classes

CCV CSC VTC Total

Fall 2007 2 17 44 63

Spring 2008 186 178 364

Fall 2008 18 38 56

Spring 2009 202 158 360

High School Students Enrolled in VAST Program at VTC

VTC VTC

Fall 2005 38 Spring 2006 37

Fall 2006 35 Spring 2007 37

Fall 2007 40 Spring 2008 35

Fall 2008 38 Spring 2009 33

  Note:  These students are not included in the totals above.

Data Source and Extraction Date:  
Student counts for the fall semesters were taken from Colleague on October 15, the official census date for the 
semester.  Counts for Spring 2006 and Spring 2009 were from March 15th, while counts for Spring 2007 were from 
March 5th,  and counts for Spring 2008 were from May 15th.

 * Note:  This count includes all technical center students as well as some CCV 
students enrolled in DEV-0280 (counted above) who are taking additional 
classes for college credit.
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The authors dedicate this guide to the many policymakers and practitioners who are taking the risk of promoting
and supporting college course-taking in high school among young people who did not grow up “college bound.” We
benefited from collaborating with state officials, early college leaders, and dual enrollment program directors in their
struggle to create and implement policies that get results for young people. We are also grateful to the researchers
who, often unasked, sent us their findings on dual enrollment, however preliminary, and to our tolerant and critical
JFF colleagues who read drafts of this work as it evolved. We also wish to thank the Council of Chief State School
Officers and the state officials they convened for reviewing an early draft of the policy self assessment tool. And a
special thank you to Andrea Venezia for the initial research that underlies this guide.

Jobs for the Future seeks to accelerate the educational and economic advancement of youth and adults struggling in
today’s economy. JFF partners with leaders in education, business, government, and communities around the nation
to: strengthen opportunities for youth to succeed in postsecondary learning and high-skill careers; increase
opportunities for low-income individuals to move into family-supporting careers; and meet the growing economic
demand for knowledgeable and skilled workers.

On Ramp to College is one of a series of Double the Numbers publications from Jobs for the Future. These
publications are designed to deepen support for state and federal policies that can dramatically increase the number
of low-income young people who graduate high school ready for college and work and who enter and complete
postsecondary education.

To download this guide, and for additional information on dual enrollment, please visit the JFF Web site:
www.jff.org.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
DUAL ENROLLMENT AND INCREASING ACCESS TO COLLEGE

Based on Jobs for the Future’s experience in the field, we have defined high-level principles that characterize the
best dual enrollment programs:

� The mission of dual enrollment is to serve a wide range of students, particularly those from groups who attend
college at disproportionately low rates.

� All of the state’s public high schools provide equal access to dual enrollment opportunities.

� College credit substitutes for high school credit, allowing students to accelerate in the specific subjects in which
they demonstrate strength.

� The secondary and post-secondary sectors share responsibility for dual enrollment student success.

� Funding mechanisms are based on the principle of no cost to students and no financial harm to secondary and
post-secondary partners.

� The state collects individual student and statewide data in order to assess the program’s impact and help design
improvements.

� The policy is part of a statewide agenda to increase the rigor of the high school diploma and is guided by a K-16
governance structure.
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